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Colleagues, Friends

Good morning. And a Happy Women’s month

I stand here to join you in paying respect to the contribution of all women in the struggle for a better life for all.

I am particularly pleased that many of you have found time to participate in this celebration of our women educators.

Programme Director 

Allow me to firstly take this opportunity on behalf of all women in Bela Bela to pay our special tribute to one of our own - our First Lady of Sport – Mokgadi Caster Semenya.

As women, who also share a province with her, we say we are very proud of your achievements in the world of athletics. And we love you.

Equally, we join the rest of our nation in condemning the manner in which our golden girl has been treated.

We support you against those who seek to define you.

You struggle is our struggle. Your pain is our pain.
Programme Director 

The humiliation that Caster received at the hands of a sexist and racist society, further indicate that the struggle for women emancipation, is far from been won.

It is in light of this, that as women, we must continue to fight for our place and rights until all of us are truly liberated, from any form of abuse, discrimination and want.

To this end, I wish to condemn the killing of Ms Nomzoxolo Dziba, principal of Sithembele Matiso Secondary in New Crossroads, Western Cape, who was killed at her workplace three days ago.
Programme Director 

Part of today’s celebration is that we must remind ourselves of our responsibility, as women educators, to support each other in and outside the workplace. 
We must stop pulling each other down as women. We must stop the infighting of women teachers at schools.

We can not have a situation where women educators constantly fight amongst themselves when they are suppose to provide leadership in teaching and preparing our children for the future.
Our focus Programme Director is to improve the quality of teaching and learning at schools and we must do it to the best of our abilities.
We must leave politics out of our school environment and focus on educational matters.  
As women educators, it is upon us to ensure that the Freedom Charter’s call to open doors to all, find expression in our daily work.

As women, we are the cornerstone of our society. 
If we fail to fight illiteracy amongst our children, our society shall have failed.
If we fail to make education a priority in Bela Bela, our society shall fail.

If we fail to fight poverty at schools and our homes, our society shall have failed.

If we fail to join the fight against HIV/AIDS, our people shall have failed. And it will perish.
With these few words, Programme Director, I wish to take this opportunity and wish all of you a happy women’ month.
I thank you 

