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Ladies and gentlemen 

Thobela, Good Morning 
Programme Director

Thirty three (33) years ago today, hundreds of our young people took to the streets of Soweto, to protest against an apartheid government and its racist policies.

They stood up against a government that was determined to oppress our people and our youth.
By fighting the system, they risked and many lost their young lives so that all of us can live in a free, democratic, non sexist, non racial and prosperous South Africa.   

Today throughout the country, we are celebrating their bravery and their contribution towards the attainment of freedom in our land. 

And we wish to take this moment and salute them.

Programme Director

We are also meeting just over two months after the 2009 class, went out in their numbers on 22 April 2009 to cast their votes.
By so doing, they reaffirmed their trust in our movement, the African National Congress, to lead and build a better life for all the young people.

They are saying in this government led by the ANC, they have a friend who, working together in partnership with them, will help defeat poverty, all forms of discrimination and diseases including HIV/AIDS.

But equally so, the youth of this municipality and our country are saying they need to be empowered socially, economically and politically.

Hence we are happy that today, our government led by Cde President Jacob Zuma, is launching the National Youth Development Agency in Ekhuruleni to ensure that youth are exposed to opportunities.

Programme Director 
One way of empowering of youth, is to educate them on the challenges that we all face in ensuring a better life for our people.
One such challenge is the struggle against HIV/AIDS prevalent amongst our youth especially in our township. 

Hence we have gathered here in a symbolic gesture to sensitise our youth about the dangers of this disease while declaring our commitment to working together to defeat HIV/AIDS in Bela Bela.

Programme Director

HIV/AIDS remains the single biggest threat to the youth development. 
It is this disease that takes away our young men and women at their productive peak, thus robbing our community of its future leaders.

It is again this disease that leaves many of our families without parents and breadwinners.
However, too often we remain silent and divided. 

Too often we distance ourselves from the forces that seek to unite us to fight this disease and related social ills such as drug and alcohol abuse, teenage pregnancies.

Too often, we are the one who discriminate against our own people who may be infected and affected by HIV and AIDS.
And this has to stop. 

We therefore call on everybody, especially our youth, to make it their business to understand the disease and to show compassion to those infected.  

We also call on all our youth to know their status and to lead healthy lifestyle.
Programme Director

We here to join the call made by President Jacob Zuma during his State of the Nation Address earlier this month, to help government to reduce the rate of new HIV infections by 50 by the year 2011. 

For us to do this and care for those who are infected and affected, we need to work together with all sectors of society, the churches and NGO’s, Community Base Organisation, and government departments in Bela Bela.

Hence, as the municipality we were happy to join the campaign the moment Moretele Sunrise Hospice and Bread for life  together with their local counterparts, came to us to forge a partnership.

And I am also happy to hear that our local Ministers’ Fraternal, the SAPS, Health and Social Development department and others are supporting this campaign to get our community to aware of the dangers of this disease.

Today, we are calling on each and every members of our community to join us in this fight because united in action we will win this battle. 
I thank you 

