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Mayoral message on Mother’s Day

Mother’s Day ought to remind all of us particularly, the mothers’ of our Municipality of the inroads that as women and mothers, we have made in uplifting our society, families and community from abject poverty, ill-health, underdevelopment and other social and economic ills.

It should also remind us of the achievements made by our predecessors for us to enjoy the freedoms and rights we so dear cherish today in a democratic society. 

Equally the day should also remind us of the struggle and challenges we still face in the battle to fight these ills particularly, moral decay, ever increasing teenage pregnancies, growing number of HIV/AIDS, illiteracy amongst young women.

It is therefore crucial for us as mothers to take it upon ourselves to intensify the challenge to change the social and material conditions of our families and community for the better.

As mothers of our municipality, we should, at all times, strive to be role models for our children thus ensuring that, our children – the future, grow up to be responsible citizens, progressive and morally upright residents of our municipality so as to defeat the social ill we still face.

It is well documented that women in South Africa and in particular Bela-Bela have emerged, since the turn of the century,  as primary catalysts for protests against, and as challengers of, the apartheid regime.
As a municipality we also commend the hundreds of local women in different sphere of our social, political, economic and professional lives, who in their unique ways, continue to play important roles in consolidating the gains made over the past 13 years of Decade of Democracy.  

To this end, we should be proud and acknowledge the leadership and support we enjoyed from our President Thabo Mbeki, who be appointing women in positions of power and influence, continue to contribute immensely to the emancipation of women. 

Of the nine Premiers, we have four women Premiers and scores of women ministers and MEC’s in our both national and provincial Cabinets.

As the Bela-Bela Local Municipality, we are encouraged by the fact that we enjoy sound political stability largely due to the presence of women in council and other civic structures.

Locally we have both the Waterberg District Executive Mayor and Bela-Bela Local Municipality as women mayors, our CFO is a woman and a woman editor of our local newspaper.

This should augur well for the future of our young woman and female learners 

I therefore wish all the mothers in both our district and local municipalities a joyous Mother’s Day.

