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Today, we are meeting here at Skierlik section of our township, to celebrate and launch the Provincial Arbor Week in Limpopo.
This comes just a day after the national government, through the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry, launched the National Arbor Week in Durban, KwaZulu Natal yesterday.

It is indeed our privilege for us as the local Council to be hosting such an important initiative in the life of our community.

This launch, as the Agriculture MEC Magadzi will further explain later, is about us as a community promoting and advocating the planting of trees, flowers and lawns in our area.

We have decided to come here to Shierlik mainly because this area is still undergoing development and the planting of trees here today is part of that development. 

We do this to give meaning to this year’s theme, which is Plant Trees – Save our Planet. 

To this end, we want to ensure that owners of these new houses and indeed everybody in Bela Bela and Limpopo understands and appreciates the importance of greening our township, but more importantly taking care of our environment.

Programme Director 

Historically, South Africa has not had a culture of tree planting and it was not until the 1970’s that a real need to promote tree planting was recognized hence the declaration of the National Arbor Day in 1982 and subsequent extension from one day to a week celebrations. 
It is our hope MEC, that today’s activities will further motivate our people, our public institutions such schools, hospitals, municipalities and indeed our private homes to prioritise the planting of trees. 

We believed that from today onwards, our community, schools and other institutions will have a better knowledge of trees, particularly indigenous trees.

We also believed today we will all of us be educated on the important role that forestry plays in our economy, especially in the rural areas.

We therefore wish to call on our youth to participate actively in tree planting activities and related environmental education programmes.

But more importantly, we looking forward to been educated, as a community and a people, of the dangers of veld and forest fires.

The recent devastating fires in the Free State, KwaZulu Natal and other parts of our country over the past weekend, should motivate us to do everything possible to prevent such incidents from arising.

We therefore call on our people to support this campaign of tree planting, because by doing so, we will be ensuring that we save our planet and securing the future of our children.
Programme Director
With this few words, I wish to welcome everybody, on behalf of our Council and management, ratepayers and community of Bela Bela, to this critical event.

I wish to extent a special welcome to Mme Magadzi, who is representing the Premier and the Executive Mayor for making time to be with us today.
We are aware that your schedules are demanding and are expected to be attending to other matters, but you manage to find time to be with us and we thank you for that.
I thank you.
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